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If at first you dontt succeed...

Though it was a fun day out on the
bay, as Clint had hoped, it wasn't a

productive one. Our lack of boating
expertise led to the unfortunate
placement of two poles on the front of
the boat; they now rest at the bottom
of the bay. Using the only other pole we
had, Ryan made one catch that daY-an
orange starfish. Though it was lovely to
look at before returning to its home in
the sea, my 11-year-old was hoping for
something a bit bigger.

And this is what 1ed us to an old fishing
village called Apalachicola, 20 miles
further east down U.S. 98. From the
town, a causeway 1ed us to St. George

Island and SGI Charters. This time, a
fishing guide named Coble would assist

my husband and two boYs with their
fishing aspirations on the gulf. Knowing
that fish congregate near structures'
Captain Coble knew just where to
take them. Using GPS, he started with
a sunken shrimp boat, where RYan

caught anearly 3O-inch grouper and

Will pulled in a seven-foot hammerhead

shark after 40 minutes of struggle.

While the boys fished, I decided to
explore Apalachicola. I visited a few
unique spots-an art gallerY in a
century-old home, and a one-of-a-kind
pet shop to comPlement the dog-
friendly atmosphere of the area. Taking

a walk around the town led me to view
other old southern homes, large and

small, several quaint park squares and

a8 iKlv,{

even a small museum that displays the
history ofJohn Gorrie, who invented
the first ice-producing machine.

When we regrouped later that evening, of
course we dined on seafood on the way
out of town. PapaJoe's Oyster Bar & Gril1

served one of the best grilled groupers

I have tasted. Though it would have to
wait a few days, I couldn't wait to get

home to grill the grouper Ryan had pulled

out of the bay earlier that afternoon.

We headed back west towards Mexico
Beach, stopping in Cape San Blas. The

cape is a finger of land Lhat points into
the bay towards St. Joe's. A turn south
onto State Road 30A from U.S. 98

leads straight to the cape, which then
swerves westward and travels straiSht
to the tip. Though the entire area is

unassuming, Cape San Blas is even more

so. Four restaurants, a small general

store and a shop for renting bikes and

kayaks are about the only commercial
establishments to be found.

Beach houses line both sides ofthe
cape. A paved bike path along State

Road 30A is enjoyed byjoggers and

bikers daily. A beautiful state park and
wildlife sanctuary covers the top third
ofthe cape.

Lots of families mingled on the white,
windswept beach, but it never reached

what I would consider crowded. As for
beach ruies? They were about as laid-
back as Clint from the shrimp shack-
dogs, vehicles, horseback riding and
bonfires were all a11owed.

Eateries on the Forgotten Coast

Part of what makes a spot charming -.
a few quirky establishments, and Ca:.
San Blas has several of them.

It is impossible to miss Skully's ri-he:,

driving along State Road 30A; in froi:
hangs a giant sign with the restaurai- :

name next to skulls and crossbones-.
nod to Florida's bygone days ofpira. '

Skully's Low Country Boil is run br "
young couple brimming with Southc:-
hospitality; they handed us a menu
(consisting of a total of three items .-
we walked up.

Because dinner is served in a buckel .:
Skul1y's, takeout seems to be poPu--
For those who dine in, several Picni:
tables are set up on rhe grassy area:-
front. Like at many other restauran:!
and shops on the forgotten coast, d'--'
are welcome, so our golden doodle
Tilly sat with us, greeting the other
customers and keeping an eye on

Obama, the resident cat.

We ordered the five-pound bucket. It'.";
filled with shrimp, andouille sausage.

potatoes and chunks of corn-on-the-
cob, all boiled perfectly and topped 

"'.-,---
Cajun seasoning. And although thev

don't sell beer, guests are invited to

help themselves to a Pabst Blue fub'r': -

or Rolling Rock from a tub in flont.
Next to that is a bucket of markers l'-.:
customers use to leave their autog=--;
on the picnic tabies. Skuliy's couldr': :-
more "down home."
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