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Above: Foritlon
National Park
houses two
Iighthouses, as
welL as scenery
that is atmost
unmatched in
C a nada.
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we began our next 3.5-hour drive.
A surprise awaited us at every
turn as we followed the ribbon
of road laid out before us. Along
one stretch, the coastal region's
characteristic cherry-red roofs
burst against a cornflower blue sky,

As we crested a hill, out popped
a cove edged by a small town, the
metalliclooking steeple of a white
church glittering in the sun. It felt
raw, little touched.

After short stops at picturesque
La Martre and Cap-deJa-
Madeleine lighthouses, we drove
on to the remote Pointe-ila-
Renomm6e, the location of several

historical events-most notably,
the site where Italian entrepreneur
Guglielmo Marconi set up shop in
1904, creating the first wireless
marine telegraphy station in
North America. It was this
groundbreaking communication
system that led to the rescue of
465 Ernpress oflreland survivors.

ln 1977, the lighthouse was
moved to Quebec City. There it

oddly sat, a maritime structure
on a city street, until three local
women triumphed in a multiyear
effort to return it to its rightful
home. In 1998, the lighthouse
returned to Gasp6sie, where it
continues to lure travelers-now
road-trippers rather than seafarers.
The women's pursuit illuminates
the cultural significance and pride
that lighthouses hold for residents
of the Gasp6 Peninsula. Simply,
they connect them to the past.

Gasp6 and Beyond
We had arrived at the tip of
the peninsula (referred to as

Land's End), and the peak ofour
adventure. It was time to explore
Forillon National Park. TWo

lighthouses sit within the park,
and we opted to hike the Les

Graves Trail to the Cape Gasp6
lighthouse, which also marks
the terminus of the International
Appalachian Trail. The park
offers spectacular coastal vistas,
waterfalls, and wildlife. We began

our hike in steady rain, so the
visibility was poor; however, along
the trail we did spot at least eight
piies ofberry-laden bear scat, so

we knew we were not alone. As the
rain slowed to a trickle and the fog
temporarily lifted from the cove,

we peeled offour rain ponchos,
and I spotted him.

His back was gray and rounde4
his tail scalloped. It was not a

bear, but a whale, surfacing from
the waters of Gasp6 Bay. I calied
out to Will, and we stood in
silence, watching. It was only a few
moments in time, but a pleasure of
the deepest kind.

Our day in Forillon National
Park would be a tough one to march-

but our next stop, Perc6, held a ferv

treasures of its own. One of them
was a boat excursion to Bonaventure
Island. First, the captain encircled
Perc6 Rock-an iconic and isolated

rock formation, a natural arch on
one side, offthe shore of Perc6. Birilc
cawed and circled the giant rock,
hinting at what was to come.
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